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1. 22| Essay &A|

-

[E&H]

Question(40% HiZ&)

Read the following short passage, and write an essay explaining the last sentence of
the passage. Be sure to include specific examples to illustrate your arguments.

Is science of any value? A power to do something is of value. Whether the result is a good
thing or a bad thing depends on how it is used, but the power is a value. Once in Hawaii | was
taken to see a Buddhist temple. In the temple a man said, “To every man is given the key to
the gates of heaven. The same key opens the gates of hell.” And so it is with science. In a way
it is a key to the gates of heaven, and the same key opens the gates of hell, but we do not have
any instructions as to which is which gate. All the major problems of the relations between

society and science lie in this same area.
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Question

Consider the finding reported in Passage 1. Explain how this finding helps you
understand the phenomenon illustrated in Passage 2.
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Two researchers conducted a study in which they trained two interviewers for six weeks in employment
interviewing techniques. Then the two interviewers interviewed and rated 98 volunteers of various
backgrounds. Each interview lasted 15-20 minutes, and all the interviews were captured on tape.

Then, the researchers edited the interview tapes down to 15 seconds. Each 15-second clip showed the
interviewee entering the room, shaking hands with the interviewer, and sitting down. There was nothing
more substantial than that.

Then, another group of people were invited to rate the interviews. This time, they were asked to rate the
interviewees just on the 15-second handshake clip. Their opinions correlated strongly with those of the two

trained interviewers who had the full interview to work from.

The world of classical music was until very recently the preserve of white men. Women, it was believed,
simply could not play like men. They didn’t have the strength, the attitude, or the resilience for certain kinds
of pieces. Their lungs were less powerful. Their hands were smaller. That did not seem like a prejudice. It
seemed like a fact, because when conductors and maestros held auditions, the men always seemed to sound
better than the women.

No one paid much attention to how auditions were held, because it was an article of faith that one of
the things that made a music expert a music expert was that he could listen to music played under any
circumstances and gauge, instantly and objectively, the quality of the performance. Auditions for major
orchestras were sometimes held in the conductor’s dressing room, or in his hotel room if he was passing
through town. Performers played for 5 minutes or 2 minutes or 10 minutes. What did it matter? Music was
music.

But over the past few decades, the classical music world has undergone a revolution. Official audition
committees were established. In some places, rules were put in place forbidding the judges from speaking
among themselves during auditions. Screens were erected between the committee and the auditioner. The
person auditioning was banned from clearing his or her throat or made any kind of identifiable sounds. As
these new rules were put in place around the country, an extraordinary thing happened: orchestras began to
hire women. In the past 30 years, since screens became common place, the number of women in the top U.S.

orchestras has increased fivefold.
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